
1st Sunday:

Do today’s  
devotion (page 22) 
with your family.

Write or draw 
a picture 
about how it 
feels to wait.

Pray for people 
who are waiting for 
things they need.

I wait for the  
Lord…and in his 
word I hope.  

—Psalm 130:5

Plan a family visit to 
a neighbor who may 
be lonely.

Every time you feel 
impatient today, say 
a short prayer.

Spend 5 minutes 
thinking about 
whether God might 
be waiting for 
something.

2nd Sunday:

Do today’s devotion 
(page 22) with your 
family.

Eat lunch with a 
classmate who  
               usually  
                eats alone.

               Pray for  
family members 
you won’t see this 
Christmas.

Spread peanut but-
ter over pinecones 
and roll them in 
     birdseed. Hang  
        them outside  
         for the birds.

                Make a 
Christmas card for 
the librarian at your 
school.

Prepare the way 
of the Lord, make 
straight in the  
desert a highway 
for our God.  

—Isaiah 40:3

Spend 5 
minutes 
thinking 
about how

your family prepares 
for guests.

3rd Sunday:

Do today’s devotion 
(page 23) with your 
family.

Give away lots of 
smiles today!

Write an  
encouraging note 
to someone who’s 
feeling discouraged.

You, O Lord,  
are my hope.  

—Psalm 71:5

Make a 
treat to 
take to 
your local 
police or 
fire station.

Help a family mem-
ber with a chore.

Spend 5 minutes 
thinking about ways 
you can spread hope 
to those around you.

4th Sunday:

Do today’s devotion 
(page 23) with your 
family.

Make a  
Welcome, Jesus! 
poster and hang it 
somewhere in your 
house.

Sing favorite 
Christmas 
carols with 
your family.

Do today’s devotion 
           (page 26) with  
              your family.

For a child has 
been born for us, 
a son given to us. 

—Isaiah 9:6

Pray for  
families  
with new  
babies.

Spend 5 minutes 
thinking about how 
the world is different 
because of Jesus.

  Write thank-you 
notes to the people 
who have done 
special things with 
you this Christmas.

Spend time with 
your family giving 
thanks for the 
things God has 
blessed you with 
in 2019.

Pray about your 
hopes for 2020.

Draw a picture of a 
big star and hang it 
up to remind your 
family that the wise 
men followed a star 
to find Jesus.

Do something kind 
today for each 
person who lives 
with you.

Spend 5 minutes 
thinking about  
what gift  
you could  
give to Jesus  
this year. 

Pray for people who 
are traveling.

Do today’s devotion 
(page 26) with your 
family.

Advent begins four 
Sundays before 

Christmas and is 
the time when we 

get ready to cel-
ebrate Jesus’ birth 
by spending extra 
time in prayer and 

serving others. 
Each day of this 

calendar has 
something to do 

or think about or a 
verse to memorize 

for the Advent 
and Christmas 

seasons. 
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One: Advent begins today.
All: Advent is a time when we wait 
for Jesus.
► Light the fi rst candle.
One: God’s people waited a long 
time for the Messiah to come.
All: And each year we wait for 
Jesus to come again into our 
hearts and homes.
One: The prophet Isaiah wrote, 
“No one has ever heard,
All: And no one has ever seen any 
God besides you.
One: You work for those who wait 
in faith and trust.”*
All: So we wait in faith and trust. 
We know Christmas Day is coming!
ToGetHer Time: Cut sheets of 
paper into one-inch strips. Cut 
enough for each family member 
to have one or two strips for each 
Sunday of Advent and for Christ-
mas Day and Epiphany. On each 
of today’s strips, write Wait. Then 
write or draw pictures of ways you 
can wait quietly for Jesus to come 
into your heart and home. Make a 
chain out of the strips, and keep 
it in a special place—around your 
Advent wreath or nativity scene or 
on your Christmas tree.
Prayer: Dear God, help us to make 
time each day to wait quietly for 
Jesus. Amen.
*From Isaiah 64:4.

 

One: Today begins the second 
week of Advent.
All: It is a time when we wait in hope
for the good news that Jesus brings.
► Light the fi rst and second candles.
One: The prophet Isaiah wrote, 
“‘Comfort my people,’ says your God.”
All: The One who is coming “will 
feed his fl ock like a shepherd;
One: “He will gather the lambs in 
his arms. 
All: “And gently lead the mother 
sheep.”
One: “Those who wait for the Lord 
will renew their strength.

by Janet R. Knight

You can buy an Advent wreath or 
make your own by setting four 
candles in a circle and surrounding 
them with greenery. Advent wreaths 
usually have four purple candles or 
three purple candles and one pink 
candle. (The pink candle is lit on the 
third Sunday of Advent.) A taller, 
white candle (the “Christ candle”), 
representing Jesus, goes in the 
center of the wreath.

Continued on page 26
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One: Today begins the second 
week of Advent.
All: It is a time when we wait in hope
for the good news that Jesus brings.
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All: “And will mount up with wings 
like eagles
One: “And will run and not be 
weary and walk and not faint.”*
All: So we wait with hope. We know 
Christmas Day is coming!
ToGetHer Time: Write Hope on 
each of this week’s strips. Draw a 
picture of or write about one of the 
images from Isaiah. Form a chain 
and attach it to last week’s chain.
Prayer: Dear God, thank you for 
sending your Son to bring hope to 
the world. Amen.
*Isaiah 40:1, 11, 31

 

One: Today begins the third week 
of Advent.
All: It is a time when we listen for 
God’s call to us.
► Light the fi rst two candles and 
the third candle.
One: The Lord is coming! Make a 
straight path for him!
All: He will bring good news to the 
poor and sight to the blind! He will 
release the captives and let the 
oppressed go free!
One: God said, “I the Lord love 
justice. I will bring justice and righ-
teousness to the world.” *
All: And so we hear God’s call to us 
and hold it in our hearts. We know 
Christmas Day is coming!
ToGetHer Time: Write Listen on 
this week’s strips. Then write or 
draw on each strip what God is say-

ing to you and your family. Attach 
your chain to last week’s chain.
Prayer: Loving God, help us to 
listen for your words to us. Amen.
* FromJohn 1:23, Luke 4:18, Isaiah 
61:8

 

One: Today begins the fourth week 
of Advent.
All: It is a time when we think 
about how we will answer when 
God calls us.
► Light the fi rst three candles and 
the fourth candle.
Read Luke 1:26-38.
One: An angel of the Lord ap-
peared to Mary.
All: God wanted Mary to do 
something hard.
One: Mary knew that people 
wouldn’t understand.
All: She knew that people might 
become angry.
One: But Mary said Yes!
All: And so we think about how we 
will answer God. We know Christ-
mas Day is coming!
ToGetHer Time: Write Yes on 
each of this week’s strips. Then 
write or draw on each strip a way 
you and your family can say Yes to 
God. Make a chain of your strips, 
and attach it to last week’s chain.
Prayer: Dear God, help us to say 
Yes to you, as Mary did, even when 
it’s hard for us. Amen.
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Continued from page 23

One: Christmas is here!
All: Jesus, the Light of the world, 
is bringing us Good News!
► Light all of the candles, 
including the Christ candle.
One: Good news! 
All: A baby has been born!
One: Good news! 
All: This baby will grow up to teach 
us how to live as God wants us to 
live.
One: And so we say—
All: “Thank you, God!” and “Wel-
come, Jesus!”
ToGetHer Time: Write Thank You 

and Welcome on several strips. 
Make a chain of the strips and 
attach it to last week’s chain.
Prayer: Thank you, God, for the 
greatest gift ever—your Son, 
Jesus! Amen.
Note: The Christmas season continues 
until Epiphany, January 6. Keep your wreath 
out until then.

One: Jesus is here!
All: And a bright star leads us to him.
► Light all of the candles. Read 
Matthew 2:1-12.
One: The wise men followed the star,
All: even though they didn’t know 
where it would lead.
One: The wise men followed the star,
All: even though they didn’t know 
if they would be safe.
One: We follow a different kind of 
light.
All: We follow Jesus, the Light of 
the world.
One: “Arise, shine; for your light 
has come!”*
All: Come, let’s follow the Light!
ToGetHer Time: Write Follow on 
several strips. Then draw symbols 
of light on each strip. Attach your 
chain to last week’s chain.
Prayer: Dear God, help us to follow 
Jesus and to be a light to others. 
Amen. 
*Isaiah 60:1
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 Kids who can’t be 
with their families 
this Christmas 

 All those working to 
help people in need

 

 

 Dates to 
Remember:

Journal
 About:

Pray For:

GO TO:

December 6—St. Nicholas Day
December 21—First day of winter
December 24—Christmas Eve
December 25—Christmas Day
December 31—New Year’s Eve

 

 

Ways you’ve 
noticed God’s 
presence with 
you this month

toysfortots.org
with a parent to fi nd out about 

how you can support a local toy 
drive in your community.

 Jesus is 
the best 
Christmas 
gift ever, 
but probably 
the biggest 
Christmas 
gift ever was 
the Statue 
of Liberty, 
which France 
gave to the 
U.S. in 1886.

 Three 
states 
in the 

U.S. have towns named “Santa 
Claus”—Indiana,  Georgia, 

and  Arizona.
 If you received 

all the gifts named 
in the song “The 
Twelve Days of 
Christmas,” you’d 
have 364 gifts. (But 

what would you do 
with all those birds?) 

Fun Facts!CHECK

IT
OUT!

December
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